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SOUTH COAST MARINE PARK — CONSULTATION 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Minister for Environment) [12.16 pm]: Today I would like to inform the house 
that on 10 November 2021, Hon Don Punch, Minister for Fisheries, and I attended the first ministerial panel event 
to commence community consultation for the proposed south coast marine park in Esperance. The proposed south 
coast marine park is part of the McGowan government’s commitment to establish five million hectares of new 
terrestrial conservation estate and marine parks in five years under the Plan for Our Parks initiative. I am pleased 
to inform the house that over 60 people from the community attended the event. The Minister for Fisheries and 
I answered questions from the community and provided assurances that the community would be consulted widely 
and given every opportunity to provide input to the planning process. 
A marine park on the south coast will make a significant contribution to the establishment of a comprehensive, 
adequate and representative marine reserve system in Western Australia. The jewel in the crown for any marine park 
on the south coast would have to be the Recherche Archipelago. We all know that the south west of Western Australia 
is a global biodiversity hot spot. Not many of us know, however, that this rich biodiversity extends into the marine 
waters. The south coast is a very important calving and feeding area for whales, Australian sea lions, New Zealand 
fur seals and many other marine species. The Recherche Archipelago contains species found nowhere else in the world. 
The McGowan government is committed to ensuring that this marine park creates new economic and social 
opportunities for the people of the south coast, including Aboriginal traditional owners, while ensuring that existing 
commercial and recreational pursuits are minimally impacted. Traditional owners on the south coast have been invited 
to partner with government agencies to jointly manage the marine park once created. I recently advised the successful 
applicants of their membership to the locally based community reference committee that will play an important 
role in providing advice to the planning team from the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, 
and the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development. The McGowan government is progressing the 
establishment of three new marine parks in the Buccaneer Archipelago in the Kimberley. These parks will be jointly 
managed with the traditional owners of the area and provide opportunities for the employment of Aboriginal rangers 
to care for sea country and protect important cultural sites and places of great significance to the local Indigenous 
communities. These benefits could also be realised for the Aboriginal communities on the south coast. I look forward 
to the planning and creation of the south coast marine park to add to the state’s marine reserve system.  
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